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betrays a sad want of consideration for others. The man
who does not cover his waste deserves a heavy penalty
even if he lives in a forest.
Satyagraha in South Africa^ p. 240

CHAPTER  XLIII

EVIL WROUGHT BY THE
FOREIGN MEDIUM

To give millions a knowledge of English is to enslave
them. The foundation that Macaulay laid of education
has enslaved us. I do not suggest that he had any such
intention, but that has been the result. ... Is it not a
painful thing that, if I want to go to a court of justice.,
I must employ the English language as a medium; that7
when I become a Barrister, I may not speak my mother-
tongue, and that someone else should have to translate
to me from my own language ? Is not this absolutely
absurd ? Is it not a sign of slavery ? Am I to blame
the English for it or myself ? It is we, the English-
knowing men, that have enslaved India, The curse of
the nation will rest not upon the English but upon us.
Hind Swaraj,   1908

The strain of receiving instruction through a foreign
medium is intolerable. Our children alone can bear
it, but they have to pay for it. They become unfit to bear
any other strain. For this reason our graduates are
mostly without stamina, weak, devoid of energy,
diseased and mere imitators. Originality, research,
adventure, ceaseless effort, courage, dauntlessness and
such other qualities have become atrophied. We are
thus incapacitated for undertaking new enterprises, and
we are unable to carry them through if we undertake